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JULY 2009

The 2009 dragon boating season
has started with a bang for the
IndySurviveOars. Afteralong
winter of dry land workouts, the
team was eager to get in the
water. We arrived at the Geist
Marina in April to find several
surprises starting with a
wonderful cottage built by Barry
Nevins to store all our supplies
and a new boat. Practices this
spring have also brought some

new members both “SurviveOars”

and “SupportOars”. The team
welcomed two new steersmen to
give Millicent time to focus on
coaching (and give her back a
break)!

This spring also brought
heartache to the team as we lost
one of our own. Jean Jamsa lost
her battle with breast cancer and
is fondly remembered by all that
paddled with her. Itis a sober
reminder of our daily fight. Jean
had made a quote at practice
about how she had loved the
sound of the drumand the
paddles in the water. Her quote
has been our mantra this season.
“Let the waters splash!”

Well it was more Dragons on the lake
as the venue was moved from the Ohio
river to a small recreationalarea. Each
race consisted of two boats racing each
other for 200m, switching lanes and
doing it again. Despite the lack of rest,
the team kicked some butt and
considering we were competing against
healthy, young teams consisting of men
and women, we held our own and were
9% out of 18 teams after the
preliminaries. In the afternoon, the
team dug down deep to win the Silver
bracket. The icing on the cake was to
take the Spirit award for the second
yearin arow (although we were not
looking to defend our crown). The
team needed a little help from our
“SupportOars” and boy did they come
through. Thanks to Angelique, Nestor,
Barry, Tim and Lindsey for paddling and
to Ginger who sacrificed her body to
catch the flag.
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